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November 13, 2014 

 
 

 

Dear Library Director, 

We would like to invite you to participate in our 2015 Big Read program. The Big Read is a 

program of the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) designed to restore reading to the center 
of American culture. The Big Read answers a big need. Reading at Risk: A Survey of Literary 

Reading in America, a 2004 report by the National Endowment for the Arts, found that not only is 

literary reading in America declining rapidly among all groups, but that the rate of decline has 

accelerated, especially among the young.  

The Big Read aims to address this crisis squarely and effectively. It provides citizens with 

the opportunity to read and discuss a single book within their communities. 

Our Big Read book selection is Into the Beautiful North by Luis Alberto Urrea.  We would very 

much like for your library to sponsor a community book discussion of this novel. The size of 

these book discussion groups should be about ten members, including the book discussion leader. 
We will give a complimentary copy of the book to each person in the group, in either English or 

Spanish.  

 
At this time we would like you to designate a volunteer book discussion group leader and send 

the name and contact information of that person to Mr. Jose Tamez at jose@edinburglibrary.us 

This person will be required to attend an orientation session in January, at which time they will 
receive complimentary copies of the book and be introduced to the digital teachers’ guide and 

audio guide that will assist them in moderating their group’s discussion of the novel. As a 

participating library, you and your staff will be invited to all Big Read programs, including the 

Big Read kickoff event, the Big Read Keynote panel, and other Big Read special events. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. We look forward to working with 

you! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

                                               
 

Letty Leija, Library and Cultural Arts Director                    Professor Steven Schneider, UTPA 
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